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The New Woman in Chinese Society in the 1920s
—Referring to The Ladies’ Journal as the Main Text—

This article focuses on The Ladies *Journal (Funii Zazhi) published by the Commercial Press from
1915 to 1931, along with other texts to examine the discourse on the “New Woman (xin funii)”in
Chinese society in the 1920s.My article aims to analyze how male intellectuals ignored the
differences among women whose actual lives were diverse by constructing a singular or uniform
image of women as the “New Woman(xin funi)”. Through this process, they also contrasted the
image of the “new woman” with that of the “old woman” imposing new meanings on this image.
Although this article might not cover all the transformations of “new women”, which are fluid
through different eras, | would argue that this article plays an important role in explicating this larger
transformations of “new women.” 1 also believe this approach will shed new light on the

understanding of Chinese modernity.



